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MY STORY:

Stingless bees, locally known as lebah kelulut, produce a variety of much sought-after products, including honey (madu
kelulut), propolis and bee pollen. But, above these immediate products, bees do a lot work in the background to keep our
forests in tip top shape. Already one of the most bio-diverse countries on Earth, with a rich array of fauna and flora, bees
are integral to Malaysia’s biodiversity. Nowadays, stingless bees are an important asset to the growing agricultural
demand on pollination for our food security. Thus, beekeeping should be regarded as a prime tool to achieve sustainable
development. We owe so much to the tireless, albeit silent and seldom recognized, work of bees. But the number of wild
bee colonies here in Malaysia and overseas has been steadily declining, threatened by habitat loss brought about by
logging activities, the expansion of residential developments into virgin forests and the use of pesticides on farms.
Therefore, an effort to create stakeholders that received direct benefits from the bee is one of the best ways to conserve
the bees and honey is sweetest reward offer. However the facts that Malaysian honey is stuck in traditional market due to
quality and volume issues hinder the potential of the industry.

The Reinventing Honey Quality (RHQ) project is being spearheaded by Dr Mohd Zulkifli Mustafa, a veterinary surgeon with
a PhD in brain science. His earlier work on the use of honey to improve memory and learning motivated him to look for
ways to increase Malaysia’s output of high quality honey.

The RHQ project set out with what seems like a simple-enough goal: to improve the quality and marketability of local
stingless bee honey. Beyond this, honey commercialization has helped in generating income to the targeted communities,
which is rewarding and thus, indirectly drives appreciation and actions towards bees’ conservation. Hence, producing
cycle that give benefit to ecology (bees & plants) and community. This is summarize as KELULUNOMIC Model. To date,
the industry has seen to catalyse the spill-over impacts in community in relation to new products, social innovations,
entrepreneurship, agricultural interest and general well-being as a whole.

Various acts have been implemented since 2013 under RHQ initiative that came up with significant awards winning
inventions such as MUSTAFA Hive, SOP Books, HILDA System, HOPE, KEIFh Device and 17 Episode MOOC videos. To date,
over 3000 farmers have been trained in the use of the guidelines to become major producers of stingless bee honey in
Malaysia. Bearing significant importance in socio-economy sector, the implication of the project is expected to be capable
of transforming stingless bee industry into a new job opportunity and sustainable source of income for Malaysian,
targeting those from rural areas with low incomes (B40). The commercial stingless bee activities have thus, induced rapid
growth of the industry and rural communities. The project has now set a new supply chain for honey industry in Malaysia
which can support the honey into becoming national new commodity. This bee works effort by Universiti Sains Malaysia
has finally being acknowledged by Pos Malaysia via a special edition national stamp of Lebah Madu Malaysia! His
significant contributions in the field have earned him the National Agriculture Innovation Award 2015 (RM35000 cash
prize), Gold Medal at Malaysian Agriculture Invention Show 2015, Silver Medal at PECIPTA 2017, State Entrepreneur Icon
2017, Excellent Staff Award 2017& 2018, Best Paper Award at ICHSST, UK 2017 and Community Leadership Award 2019.
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